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Dear Guests,

On behalf of the Tryon Equestrian Partners, welcome to the 76th running
of the Tryon Block House Steeplechase! It is a privilege to host this historic
event in partnership with the Tryon Riding & Hunt Club, promising a day
filled with thrilling horse races, delightful tailgating, and cherished
traditions.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our partners, Roger and Jennifer
Smith, whose dedication has been instrumental in preserving this
celebrated tradition. Their vision, initiated in 2011, has transformed this
venue into a state-of-the-art steeplechase facility, providing both human
and equine athletes with a phenomenal race course and spectacular
viewing experiences for fans.

We also wish to convey our deepest appreciation to our incredible
sponsors, as well as the Tryon Riding & Hunt Club, for their unwavering
support. Their generosity has enabled us to deliver an extraordinary
experience to all who attend. Your presence here today is truly
appreciated.

With great anticipation, we now declare the races officially open!
Sincerely,

Sharon Decker
President, Tryon Equestrian Partners, Carolinas Operations
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Welcome to the 76th running of the Block House Steeplechase! This marks
our 6th year of co-hosting the Block House with the Tryon Equestrian
Partners on their beautiful Green Creek Course.

For decades the Block House Races has been the spring opener on
everyone’s social calendar. Families and friends plan for months in advance
for a fun-filled day at the races!

Expect to see everyone decked out in their best spring finery, and witness
tailgating elevated to an art form. You will see everything from red checked
tablecloths and picnic baskets to catered affairs with linen draped tables,
silver candelabras and elegant floral arrangements. The traditional best tail
gate, fancy hat and pants contests are not to be missed!

To go along with a glorious day of horse racing, be sure to come early to
visit the expanded infield events where you will find entertainment for all
ages; pony rides and games for the kids, face painters, a balloonist, a
magician, a beer garden and food trucks for those who don’t want to pack a
picnic. Like to shop? Don’t miss vendor row with unusual crafts and gifts.

The Block House is one of our community’s treasured annual events! How
lucky are we to have one of the oldest steeplechases in the country in our
own back yard? It is a treasure that needs our support to continue to
flourish going forward.

Start your planning today for 2025! Vow to return with even more friends!

Wishing everyone the best day ever at the races!

Angie Millon
President TR&HC






Race Officials

Director of Race Operations: Molly Oakman

Race Director: Toby Edwards

NSA Stewards: Greg Pachman (Presiding), Stirling Young, Cook
Edens, Anne Pezzano (Safety)

Steward's Secretary: William Gallo, Jr.

Starter: Vince Paschal

Clerk of Scales: Harrison Young

Medication Veterinarian: Dr. Nicole Swinehart

Testing Veterinarian: Dr. Ryn Marlowe

Chart Caller: Eva Pickler

Announcer: Craig Braddick, Peter Doubleday, Eric Vergara

Attending Veterinarian: Tryon Equine Hospital- Dr. Katie Marsh, Dr.
Dominic Eickert, Dr. Anne Baskett, & Dr. Bill Hay

Attending Physician: Dr. Ronnie Lassiter

Clerk of Course: Chris White

Course Manager: Micah Yarboro

Press Manager: Sarah Madden

Patrol Judges: Ann Troppmann, Clyde Younkin, Rocky & Hillary

Burdett, Joe & Nancy Navarro, Neal Crotts,
David & Kristen Schmucker, Jeffery & Meighan

Outriders: Jones
Randi Goulding, Reed McNutt, Shanna Mauldin,
Stabling Manager: Sophie Martin

Emergency Equine Services: Anita Williamson
Emergency Medical Services: PEER & 4 Hooves Animal Services

Jockey Shuttles: Micheal Crater/Polk County EMS
Honorary Paddock Judge: Jim Troppmann, Jackie Burke, Bonnie Lingerfelt
Farrier: Cathy Malone

Tyler Raymer
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A Special
Ttant You
and Appreciation to the Following:

Emergency Services:
Polk County Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
Green Creek Fire Department
NC Highway Patrol
Polk County Sheriff's Department
Polk Equine Emergency Rescue
4 Hooves Animal Services

Pre-Race Participants:
Tryon Hounds
Deborah Thompson - National Anthem
Ken Frick - Bugler
Girl Scout Troop #13161

Kids' Zone:
Ken Feagin Truck & Trailer
The Farm House Tack
The Sanctuary at Red Bell Run
Polk County Emergency Management
R-Rad the Kid's Magician
Color Me Happy Face Painting
Nancy Wilson

And thank you to the volunteers for all you do!
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Presented by Ken Feagin Truck and Trailer
and The Farm House

—> FACE PAINTING —> MAGICIAN
—> CARICATURE —> HOBBY HORSE JUMPS
—> PONY RIDES —> & MORE!

THE FUN STARTS AT 10:30 A.M.
And be sure to visit our arts & crafts vendor alley!



Bugler & National Anthem Singer

Bugler: Ken Frick
Ken Frick, trumpet, hails from Waukegan, IL, but has lived in the Upstate for more than
30 years. He has a music degree from DePauw University and an MBA from the
University of Michigan. He is a long-time member of the Spartanburg Philharmonic and
has been part of the music scene in the area for many years, performing with various
local groups and soloing for many different types of events. He is married to Sally Frick
and has two grown children, Andy and Tommy, all of whom have been are active in local
equestrian activities.

National Anthem Singer: Deborah Thompson
Deborah Thompson has had a career as a respected educator, performer and church
musician. While her primary study has been as a classically trained soprano, Deborah
also plays the piano, violin, ukulele, and recorder in various styles and genres.

She began her professional life as the music teacher at St. Juliana’s Catholic School in
West Palm Beach, Florida. After several years, Deborah made the move to Palm Beach
County schools where she taught for 33 years. Through her work in Palm Beach
County Schools, Deborah received and was nominated for several awards; these
included Rotary Teacher of the Year and the William T. Dwyer Award for Excellence in
Education. Outside of teaching, she continued singing and working in local churches,
community choruses, and non-profit arts organizations throughout Palm Beach
County as an educator, soprano soloist and conductor. Her last church position was at
Grace Presbyterian Church in Lake Worth, Florida; where she served as the music
minister for 10 years.

Currently, Deborah is delighted to have found a musical family in the Holy Cross Adult
Choir and enjoys working alongside Dr. Brennan Szafron as assistant choral director of
the Children's Choir. She is a member of the Foothills Music Club, where she assists
with the Young Musicians Scholarship Program.

Deborah Thompson, originally from South Florida, now calls Columbus, N.C. home
having relocated along with her husband, Rick, in the fall of 2020.
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Tryon Riding & Hunt Club

112 N. Trade Street
Tryon, NC 28782
office@trhc1925.org | (828) 351-9709

OFFICERS —

President - Angie Millon

Vice President - Donna Younkin
Treasurer - Joanne Gibbs
Secretary - Pagan Gilman

BOARD MEMBERS —

Sally Frick

Lee Cone

Gena Meredith
Eric Straus
Kathy Woodham
Nancy Wilson
Molly Oakman

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR —

Executive Director - Leigh Borreson



Organizing Committee

The 2024 Tryon Block House Steeplechase is organized through a
partnership with Tryon International and Tryon Riding and Hunt Club
as an event to benefit our community and celebrate the beauty of
the historic equestrian sport of Steeplechase racing. We'd like to
thank all of the team members and volunteers for the countless hours
they dedicate to the organization and execution of this event!

TR&HC Team Members: Tryon International Team Members:
Angie Millon Adam Couch Lizzie Lengling
Donna Yo.unkin Anne Curell Lynn Penny
JL:?gnhngo?rl::);n iin SuCr;gind Matt Montandon
Nancy Wilson Ch?is WP:Ji:eon Madison Ibach
Sybil Jones Meghan Lamb

Daniel Chapman
Devin McEnnerney

Micah Yarboro

Zayr:;ilsr;:::;:flonal Departments: Doug Grondahl Mike Smith
Equestrian Operations Eric Gilbert Richard Bowers
Facilities/Maintenance Jeff Fissel Sarah Madden
Finance Jason Mangum Sharon Decker
Food & Beverage/Catering John Brodie Trent Yarbough
Marketing Jesse Haommontree & many more!
Photography Josh Orvin '
Print Shop

Sponsorship

Tech

Ticketing/Box Office

Turf Management
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,ﬂ\ Schedule ﬁ

10:30 A.M. Kids" Zone presented by Ken Feagin & The Farm
House Opens:
Pony Rides, Face Painting, Magician,
Caricature, & more!

1:30 A.M. Judging Begins for the Tailgate Contest
presented by Van Winkle Law Firm

11:35 A.M. Carriages & Tryon Hounds on the Race Course

12:15 P.M. Hat & Pants Contest presented by WTZQ at the
Announcer’s Tower (judging starts at 12:30pm)

1:00 P.M. Heritage Family Photo

1:05 P.M. National Anthem by Deborah Thompson

1:30 P.M. FIRST RACE: Cannon Harmon

2:05P.M. SECOND RACE: Tryon Riding & Hunt Club

2:40 P.M. THIRD RACE: Carter P. Brown

3:15 P.M. FOURTH RACE: The Block House

3:50 P.M. FIFTH RACE: Dr. John Bradshaw
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Food Vendors

Beer Garden Chick-Fil-A

Kona Ice Taco Mundo
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L

. Shopping Vendors
N

FibreBee Piedmont Connection
Handmade Cards & Fabrics Permanent Jewelry
Red Dumonde Southern Wings Boutique
Fine Art Clothing & Accessories
lanodells Hat Shop Lucas Ewing Photography
Specialty Hats Art & Photography
Dapper Darling Equine Eye of the Horse
Equine & Lifestyle Goods Equine Art & Jewelry
Draft Barn Hardware Norma & Grace
Barn Hardware Jewelry
River Goat The Heart Knot
Handmade Soaps Jewelry
Bud & Bloom Farm Carolina Bee Farm
Cbd Wellness & Bath Products Honey Products
Porch Potters Author Jane W Rankin
Sculptural Pottery
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Tryon Riding & Hunt Club

112 N. Trade Street
Tryon, NC 28782
office@trhc1925.org | (828) 351-9709

2024 TR&HC Calendar of Events

April 13th 76th Block House Steeplechase
April 19 -21 Tryon Horse & Hound Show
June4-9 96th Heritage Charity I Horse Show (Spring 6)
June 7th Charity Horse Shows/HOF Induction Party
July2-7 Charity IT Horse Show (Summer 4)
Sept. 21 -22 Schooling Days
Oct. 19-20 49th Morris the Horse Trials
November 3rd 91st Any and All Dog Show

December 6th Annual Meeting/Holiday Party



History

Steeplechasing began in Ireland when some foxhunters dared
each other to race to the nearest church steeple. Since then,
“steeplechasing” as it came to be called, has become popular
in Great Britain and the United States.

Locally, the Block House races were started by Carter P. Brown
in 1946 at Harmon Field. The first steeplechase in Western
North Caroling, it was a single race with a tin cup as the
winning prize.

Eventually Brown built a racecourse around what had been an
old tavern called the Block House, which gives the Tryon race
its name. The course went from North Carolina into South
Carolina several times and included a daring ride up
Heartbreak Hill. Officials used flags to let the jockeys know
how many times they had been around the track.



Since then, the Block House Steeplechase has moved—first to
Foothills Equestrian Nature Center (FENCE) and, most
recently, to the Green Creek Race Track in Columbus, NC,
where it is held today. The move was needed because of the

need for better footing for the racehorses.

Today, the Block House races attract horses and jockeys from
across the United States. Sanctioned by the National
Steeplechase Association, the Block House races are an
enduring and much-loved tradition in western North Carolina.






Race Day Program Key

Saddle Owner’s silks
Cloth No. worn by jockey ‘
Owner Trainer
Y T
i Harold A. Via Jr. % Jack Fisher
Teal, tan V, tan vertical stripes, teal and tan cap

GOOD NIGHT SHIRT 158

Ch. g. 8, Concern-Hot Story, by Two Punch
¢+% 2008 A5 5 0 0 $485,520 ?

b \ i T n > ‘
H/ . |A98 \ bam [T T 7 T Jockey
0rse’s Sex o (Mom) /" starts 1st 2nd 3rd Purses
Name Sire Steeplechase Record
(Dad)
Color Grandsire Assigned
B=Bay, Bl=Black, Ch=Chestnut, Weight

Dk.B/B=Dark Bay or Brown,
Gr./Ro=Gray or Roan

Steeplechase Horses

« Al steeplechasers are Thoroughbreds whose lineage
must be proven with official Jockey Club registration
papers. Horses can begin steeplechase careers at age 3.

» Most steeplechasers competed (or still compete) on the
flat. The ideal steeplechaser has speed, stamina, smarts
and enough athletic ability to run and jump at the same
time. In general, steeplechase horses are larger than their
flat counterparts, but size is not a rule. Big horses tend to
have more stamina, which is important. Also, horses
trained for steeplechasing develop larger muscles across
their backs — to help with the jumping.

« The best jumpers clear the fences in one long stride -
much like a human hurdler jumps in track and field events.
+ Almost all steeplechase trainers are based on private
farms, where horses enjoy the outdoors while exercising
and working toward their next racing date.

« |tis not unusual to see steeplechase horses compete until
age 10 and beyond. At age 14, timber horse Young Dubliner
won three races in 2003.

« Steeplechase horses typically run six to eight times in a
year. The season features no racing in January and
February, plus a light summer schedule — assuring horses
of lengthy vacations. Most “down time” is spent outdoors
in fields. A steeplechase horse in the off-season is often
dirty, hairy — and happy.

« After their steeplechase careers end, horses often
become foxhunters, show horses or simply pleasure rides
for their owners or trainers. Hall of Famers Flatterer and
Zaccio found “second lives” as a dressage horse and a fox-
hunter, respectively.
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THIRD RACE
Carter P Brown Perpetual Trophy
Conditioned Claiming Hurdle
Post Time: 2:40PM

Purse $25,000. For Four Year Olds and Upward which have never
won two races. Four-year-olds, 146 Ibs.; older, 154 Ibs. Claiming price

$20,000.
Two Miles. (Hurdle)
OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY
Vivian E. Rall Sean McDermott
Black and white diamonds, black and white halved sleeves,
black and white cap s
ean
Icandothat [L] 154 McDermott
B.g.5 Divining Rod - Calliope by Outflanker (MD) Waived
Sycamore Run Farm Katherine S. Neilson
Red, blue triangular panel, blue sleeves, red hoops, red cap
= Gerard
Union Gen. George [L] 154  Galiigan
Ch.g.6 Union Rags - Set for Six by Exchange Rate (KY) $20,000
Winflower, Inc. Ricky Hendriks
Red, white circled 'K', white hoops on sleeves, red cap Harri
A arrison
Prophets Voice (IRE) [L] 154 pocwick
Ch.g.5 Divine Prophet (AUS) - Ipsa Loquitur (GB) by Unfuwain (IRE) $20,000
Van Cushny and Thomas Rice Eve Ledyard
Dark blue, yellow yoke, dark blue and yellow diagonally
quartered sleeves, yellow cap Mark
. a
Bee Major [L] 154 watts
Ch.g.7 English Channel - In Dy Ritz by A.P. Indy (KY) $20,000
Thomas Rice Leslie F. Young
Maroon, white braces, maroon hoops on sleeves, white cap Jamd
amie
Secret Soulmate [L] 154 Bargary
Dk B/ Br.g.6 Perfect Soul (IRE} - Sky Beam by Kingmambo (KY) $20,000
Maranto Manor, LLC Neil R. Morris
Blue, white stars, red sleeves with white hoops, red cap with
white stripe
Auction Kingdom [L] 154 gaham
B.g.5 Animal Kingdom - Behavioral by Include (KY) $20,000

L - Lasix; © - First Time Lasix; © - Lasix Off
Equipment Change: Icandothat will race with Blinkers On
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Presented by

Explore Tryon

International on
~ Tivon.com/Adventure Horscback Vear-Round

SADDLEBROOK FARM

REAL ESTATE AUCTION

Saturday, April 27 | 2PM
1896 E Green Creek Dr., Tryon, NC

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, APRIL 21| 2-5PM

If you’re looking for a multi-use farm in what
we call horse country, this may be it!

e 25+ or - Acres Jay Norville: 828-305-2465 | NCAL: #8730

« Fully-fenced Keith Norville: 828-305-3965 | NCAL:
e Can drive around #6559

entire property line  AuctionZip.com | Auctioneer ID #: 6194




FIFTH RACE
Dr. John Bradshaw Memorial Trophy
Training Flat
Post Time: 3:50PM

For Three Year Olds and Upward. Three-year-olds, 145 Ibs.; clder, 155
Ibs. Maidens allowed 5 Ibs. Apprentice riders allowed 5 Ibs.

One Mile And One Half. (Turf)

OWNER TRAINER JOCKEY
i Del Rio Racing LLC Ricky Hendriks
1 Teal, brown cross sashes, brown hoops on sleeves, teal and
brown cap

rea Recent Revelations (IRE) [L] 150 Bacwior
B.g.8 Moohaaijim (IRE) - Shirley Blake (IRE) by Acclamation (GB) (IRE)

William Russell Neil R. Morris
2 Green with Red Stripes, Red Cap
. . Graham
Seismic Wave [L] 155 \atters
White  Ch.g.8 Tapit - Conference Call (GB) by Anabaa (KY)
‘ St Rita Racing Ted Thompson
3 Aqua marine with red cross, red sleeves, red cap Mell
China Beach [L] 1505 Boicher

Blue B.g.6 Treasure Beach (GB) - Starship Fantasy by Yes It's True (FL)
L - Lasix; © - First Time Lasix; ° - Lasix Off
Equipment Change: China Beach will race with Blinkers On
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Thank you to our 2024 Sponsors & Supporters!
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WE MAKE LAW WORK FOR YOU
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